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the Reformation, and that the capital would have
none of it; regarding those who supported it
as traitors and rebels and public thieves.
The religious wars went on with great violence.
Old Anthony de Bourbon, the King of Navarre,
died and his son Henry succeeded him, but
continued to lead the Huguenot forces in the
Civil war. The last of the Valois brothers was
now King, under the title of Henry III. His
health was bad, he could certainly have no
children, and he recognized Henry of Bourbon
the new King of Navarre, who was his cousin,
as his heir. But Paris was so angry with the
Protestant faction (and so for that matter was
the greater part of the country) that it refused to
accept Henry of Navarre as its future King. It
even preferred to break with the immemorial
tradition of having the male head of the Capetian
House for the Monarch, and prepared to put
a younger heir upon the throne.
The principle of strict hereditary monarchy
in the male line was so strong in France at the
time that this seemed a desperate resolve. The
King, Henry III, left his capital and took refuge
with his cousin, Henry of Navarre, and together
they besieged Paris from outside. A private
man who was particularly excited against the
Huguenot faction asked for an interview with